The Cathars and the Albigensian Crusade: A Sourcebook. Edited by CATHERINE LÉ GLU, REBECCA RIST, and CLAIRE TAYLOR. London: Routledge, 2014. xxii + 238 pp. According to the editors of this volume of translated primary material relating to the Albigensian Crusade and its aftermath, 'there has never been a more exciting time to study sources for medieval heresy ' (p. 134) . It is certainly true that interest in the Cathars and the war waged against them in thirteenth-century Occitania shows little sign of abating among scholars, students, or indeed lay visitors to the 'Pays Cathare'. This sourcebook serves at least some of the needs of all three readerships. The cover blurb promises us a 'highly original collection' of 'previously unexplored and in some cases unedited material'; while all of the texts translated are available in print or online in their original language -and some of them are very well known -the diversity of material anthologized here certainly justifies the epithet 'original'. The first section, edited by Rebecca Rist, takes us on a whistle-stop tour of letters issued by the papal curia, from Innocent III's early attempts to encourage bishops and secular lords to eradicate heresy to Innocent IV's important torture-sanctioning decretal of 1252. Section II, edited by Catherine Léglu, introduces readers to the troubadours and their various responses to the Albigensian Crusade, the songs and medieval biographies pleasingly selected to bring out intertextual play. Section III, edited by Claire Taylor, is devoted to inquisitorial registers, providing a fascinating insight into the lives of suspected Cathars and the punishments meted out against them. The final, co-edited section comprises extracts from the major Latin and Occitan chronicles, focusing on particularly arresting episodes such as the Fall of Béziers, as well as an extract from the Occitan pseudo-debate poem Las novas del heretje. A jointly authored introductory chapter, giving an admirably clear historical overview, a valuable 'further reading' section, and the usual indexes complete the volume. The editors have a broad public in their sights. The usefulness to the historian of different types of document is assessed, each of the pieces is rigorously contextualized, and ample attention is paid to the literariness of these texts. The translations into English are all highly readable, but Rist's renderings of the papal letters might be singled out as especially sensitive. Notes are restricted to the odd explanatory gloss, but, for the sake of consistency, perhaps these could have been even more plentiful: if 'usury' (p. 2), 'the Enemy' (p. 69), and the 'Our Father' (p. 195) warrant explanation, why not 'legate a latere' (p. 66), the 'Beguines' (p. 115), and 'vavassors' (p. 182)? Though within the grasp of undergraduates, there is nonetheless much here of interest to more senior scholars of literature and history. This is a well-compiled anthology of texts that offer multiple and contrasting perspectives on one of the most infamous events of the High Middle Ages. If it is an exciting time to be studying medieval heresy, this sourcebook makes a welcome contribution to spreading the excitement.
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Pornographic Archaeology: Medicine, Medievalism, and the Invention of the French Nation.
By ZRINKA STAHULJAK. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2012.
x + 338 pp. It is hard to think of another recent monograph more ambitious in scope, more interdisciplinary in method, or more successful theoretically than Pornographic Archaeology. Zrinka Stahuljak takes on in this volume what she calls the 'double transference' between nineteenth-century medievalists and the medical establishment on the one hand, and sexuality and nation on the other. In the process she surveys the birth of French medieval studies and philology as a science in the mid-to late nineteenth century, the intersection of colonial thought with medical 'knowledge' about genealogy, the politicization of historiography, and the invention of a purified sexual morality (courtly love) constructed to suit state reproductive aims. Most intriguingly, she demonstrates just how nineteenthcentury history, knowledge, and political orthodoxy were constructed through recourse to fiction. Stahuljak's own methodology derives from an updated model of Foucauldian thought, one that sees both race and sexuality as productive of the French nation and which revalorizes archaeology as a model. The book is organized into three parts -'Sex and Blood', 'Sex and Race', 'Sex and Love' -and closes with an Epilogue on the discovery, collection, and (non-)display of medieval priapic badges held at the Musée du Cluny in Paris. Sex, while touted as the foundation of the book's arguments, is not really its focus. Instead, it serves as the grounding for the various disciplines that come under Stahuljak's scalpel; and its interlinking with issues of race and genealogy proves the impossibility of discussing sexuality (or pornography) without a context and history. Sex is very much part of the theorization of knowledge, history, and morality that obsessed the nineteenth century, and Stahuljak is most successful at exposing and exploding scholars' attempts to discipline it by cordoning it off into arenas where it could be pathologized. Knowledge is constructed through the progressive layering of fiction, the analysis of events, political flavouring, pseudo-objective observation, and selective silence. Stahuljak is a clever writer, prone to chiasmus, and for good reason. All of the arguments she forwards here are tightly wound and interlinked. It is not enough, she tells us, simply to confront the past with the present: without the addition of the marginalized (here the colony, the racial Other, and abjected sexuality), we end up with a corrupted version of history in which a pure and prosperous state reconceptualizes its own birth and subsequent success as dependent on the maintenance of a pure and disciplined populace (and the elimination of the contaminated few). The truly innovative force of Stahuljak's book resides in the fact that she brings to light the role that medieval thought (or imagined medieval thought) played in the elaboration of these fantasies. Far from being occluded, as they so often are today, the Middle Ages are shown to have functioned throughout as the pseudo-source of purified notions of gender roles, morality, statehood, and Frenchness. Implicitly, she is also asking us to consider to what degree this thinking has ever really been overcome.
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